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8 May it pleaſe Your MAJESTY, PW 


HIS Diſcourſe, the laſt Debt we paid to 
His Royar Hicnness, dar great 


and moſt dear Maſter, is with a moſt bum 


ble and dutiful reſpeft preſented unto Tour 
Sarred my As all Toar Majeſty's 
good Subjrits have ſome Share in this ir- 
reparable Loſs with Tor Sacred Perſon, ſo 


me His inconſolabieFamily are doubtleſs next 
to Jour Majeſty, the mo 


t ſenſeble of it, and 
A2 tie 
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the moſt deeply affected with it. But ſo. 
abundant is the Mercy of God, that He 
affords the greateſt Comforts to the moſt 
ve Which Truth we have great Rea 


on to acknowledge, who having loſt the beſt 
of Maſters, are taken. under #he Protett1on 
of the greateſt of Queens. And we hops, 
that under this beavy Diſpenſation of the loſs 
of Your Royal Conſort, a Prince of ſuch 
incomparable Virtues, as will make bis Me 
mory-Immortal inthis World, and we truſt, 
eternally happy in the other ; that the Good= 
neſs and Wiſdom of the Divine Providence 
mill appear fo plainly to Your Majeſty, as 
þbat Iou may reſign and ſubmit, with all Pa- 
tience, Tour Self unto His moſt Holy and 
c n OY 

To as, that bad the Honour to ſerve 
Him, it is matter of extraordinary great 


4 


Comfort and Satisfaction, that Jour Ma 


jeſty, out of Tour own Princely Goodneſs, hath 


been pleaſed Graciouſiy to declare, that Tou 
will make us the Objefs of Tour Roya! 
Bounty and Care, For mbich generous and 


- <—# —— 2 


| © wnuſual 
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Moft Excellent Majeſty. 
Pr Clemency, we are baund in Duty to 
bleſs God, the Father of Mercies, and to 


render unto Your Majeſty our moſ Hunble 
and Hearty Thanks. 


And we K God Almighty, that He 
mould be pleaſed toreward this Your great 
 Munificence with all Earthly and Heavenly 
Bleſings, and after a long, proſperous and 
bappy Reign, grant unto Tou a Cromn F 
2 Glory, I am, 


May it pleaſe Your MAJESTY, 
Your MAJESTY's 


| John Tribb cko. 
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Funeral Sermon 


f ON THE e 

1 OF HIS | 
His Royal Highneſs. 

N AAT the Great God, to whom alone Je- 
long the Iſſues of Life and Death, 
who turns Men to Deſtruition, and ſays, Re 
turn ye Children of Men; grant unto us 
all, on this ſolemn Occaſion of Mourning, 
ſuch an Inſight into, and Knowledge of bis 
Holy Will and Counſel, that we may poſ- 
ſeſs our Souls in Patience, and fear and 
reverence his great and gloriousName to our 
Lives End! 15 Him, the King of Kings, and 
Lordof Lords, who only bath Immortality, be, 
as 1s due, aſcribed Praife, Power Migbt 


and Dominion from this time forth and for 
evermore, Amen. 
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2 Kings p 


Ch. xx. 
I, and. fol- 
lowing, 
Verſet. 
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d pleaſed to make to the Sons of the Pro- 

hers and holy Men, before he took unto him the 
Prophet Elijab, was extraordinary and almoſt com- 
mon. For when the Almighty was pleaſed to take 
unto him this his faithful Servant in a Whirlwind, 
as he was wälking from Gilgal to Ferico with Eliſha : 
Behold the Sons of the Prophets, viz, ' whole 
Schools and Societies of Pious and Learned Men, 
three ſeveral Times meeting Eliſba upon the Way, 
and foretelling him, that God would the ſame 
Day take away his Maſter, addreſſed themſelves unto 
him after this mariner : Knoweſt thou, that the Lord will 
tale away. thy Maſter from thy Head to Day? To 
whom he returned this calm and modeſt Anſwer: 7 


| know it very well, bold you your work Grin ane 


thereby, that altho he could not willingly part witl 
his Lord and Maſter, yet that in ſuch Caſes ic was 
much better calmly and reſignedly to ſubmit to the 
Will of God, than be concerned and fret at what his 
Eternal Will and Pleaſure hath decreed, ſhould come 
to paſs. - And the Event juſtified the Sons of the 
Prophets: for as they both went on their Journey, 
and entertained themſelves with a parting Diſcourle, 
on a ſudden there appeared a fiery Chariot and 
Horſes of Fire, which parted them aſunder, and 
Elijah went up by a Whirlwind into Heaven, leaving 
Eliſha behind him, who however paid his Maſter 


the laſt Honour, in that, as he aſcended, he cried 


after him: My Father, my Father, the Chariot of Iſrael 


and the Horſemen thereof | * Dear» 


Nearly Beloved, the Revelation which God was 
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Conſort; in the next place, to this and other King- 
doms, deprived of ſuch a Pattern of Princely Ver- 
i tues ; but in a more eſpecial Manner to us his Ser- 
5 vants, left here behind, who by his Death muſt want 
1 fo Gracions a Maſter and Benefactor; inſomuch, 
that the Loſs of fifth a Prince hath actually affected 
great Numbers, and expoſed them to heavy Sorrows 
and Troubles. However, ſuch was che Caſe, that 
we, not by Divine Revelation indeed, as the Sons 
of the Prophets were forewarned about Eljab, but 
from natural Cauſes, had long expected this fatalBlow. 
For by thoſe ſevere Firs and Paroxyſms, which 
often befel the Prince, we were warned of his ſudden 
Departure hence, and almoſt in the ſame Words as 
the Prophet was: Know ye not, that God will 
quickly take your Maſter from you? For under 
theſe Circumſtances, he could not, in all probabi- 
lity, live much longer. And what other anſwer could 
we make, than Eliſhas ? viz, Alas! we know it 
but too well, hold you your Peace, and afflict uus 
not before the Time. This doubtleſs for ſome 
= Fm B Years 
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Vears have been the anxious Thoughts and Appre- 
henſions of Our Gracious Queen, as alſo of Her Sub- 
jects. We therefore, like Eliſha, converſed with him 
awhile, and rejoyced, that God was . pleaſed thus 
long to lend him to us, till at length the Day ap- 
roached, that Day of Thunder, which took him 
Neun us, and conveyed him to Heaven, leaving us be- 
hind, lamenting the Loſs of our Father and Prote- 
ctor. What ſhall we reply to this? That it was 
the Will of the moſt High, and be filent , for all he 
doth,” altho we cannot comprehend the Reaſon of 
it, muſt be pronounced Good. Bur one thing be- 
comes us here, as the laſt Duty we can pay our 
Prince, and that is, to cry out, as Eliſha &a. My 
Father, my Father, the Chariots of Iſrael: and the 
Horſemen thereof.. We muſt in Honour and Me- 
mory of our departed: Maſter, ere& a laſting Mo- 
nument in our Minds, viz, the Thoughts of his pa- 
ternal Love, Favour and Princely Goodneſs. But 
eſpecially, when we reflect, how willingly he ſerved 
Tjrael, or in other Words, this Iſland and other 
Realms, inſtead of ſo many Chariots and Horſe- 
men, of which, alas! we are now deprived. Bur 
now ſeeing our Head is caught up from us, and as 
we truſt. we have good Reaſon: to believe, by the 
fiery Chariots and Hoſts of Angels, we ought, in 
Conſideration of ir, to look towards Heaven, and 
fix our Thoughts upon thoſe Chariots and Horſe- 
men of Vrael, the Heavenly and Angelical Hoſts, 
and Glories of another World, to the intent our 
Hearts may be wean d from the Earth, and ens 
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Lord s- Prayer. 


His Royal Higbneſs the Prince of Denmark. 
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ted to God. This is the Deſign, of the following 


Diſcourſe: for I mean not to dwell wholly upon 


the Praiſe of our pious Maſter, (altho it is but juſt 


and reaſonable, that the . commendable. Acts and 
Deeds of pious People, and much more of great 
and good Princes, be remembred with Honour, and 
recommended to others for their Imitation; much 


leſs to ſatisſie the itching Ears of nice Perſons, who 


ſhould fill their Souls with true Devotion, and have 
always Death preſent to their inmoſt Thoughts ;)-but 
my chief Aim is, to miniſter ſome Comfort to us, 
who are grieved at the Death of our gracious Prince, 


that by that Means we may prepare our ſelves for 


an happy End like his. Let us therefore from the 
Bottom of our Hearts implore the Grace and Aſ- 


ſiſtance of God's holy Spirit, in the handling of his 


Word to our Edification, and devoutly ſay the 
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2 Sam. IT. Verſ. 31, 125 BY 


Ve. 31 1. 4 David faid. to Joab, and to all the « Prop 
that were with him; Rent your Clothes, and girt | you 


vit h Sackgloth, and. mourn before Abner, and. King 
David himſelf. followed the Bier. 


4 Verl. 32. Aud they buried Abner. in We and | the 


King lift up bis Voice, and wept at the Grave of Abner, 
and all the People wept. 


| Verl. 38. And the Ring faid. unto bis Aden; 


* Je not, that there is a _— a 4 Wee 
N N thi Dey: in Mat | 


Yearly beloved; the Reaſon bby I have made 
Choice of theſe Words, which treat of the 


Burial of Abner, a Prince in Iſrael, is, becauſe I know 


not, whether the whole Bible can afford a more per- 


tinent Example than this, which better ſuits the ſo- 


jemn Occaſion, whether we reflect on the Perſon, the 
Life or Actions of our departed Prince. Abner 
was of a noble Family, a Prince and a great Man 
in Hrael, as our Text runs: Was not our llluſtri- 
ous Prince the ſame? but far abeve Abner, in that 
he was of the Royal Blood; a great Prince, the 
greataſt in theſe Realms, in chat he was the Queen's 


Royal Confort. Abner was the Leader and Ca- 
prain-General of all Jfrael, a mighty and valiant Man: 


Our moſt glorious Prince was no leſs fo ; namely, 


Generaliſſimo of all Her Majeſty's Forces by Sea and 
hang And as the othet was renowned in War and 
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no- 


His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark. 12 


noble Exploits, ſo neither did our Maſter in his 
3 younger Years want Laurels to crown his victori- 
ous Head. I might ſtill go on and compare the 
Hiſtory of both, but I forbear, and chuſe rather to 
leave this to the Judgment of the Wiſe, who will 
eaſily diſcover, how far the Parallel will run, 
there being ſo much Likeneſs in both. But as in 
all Similes and Examples, we muſt not always expect 
an exact Agreement in all Circumſtances; ſo is it in 
1 the Caſe before us; where Abners Death may be reck- 
9 oned as one, for he was barbarouſly and wickedly 
murdered by Joab: but our Prince, by the divine 
Permiſſion, died a natural Death. However in this 


AF they agree, Viz, te Ceremonies and Rites uſed at 
3 Abner s Funeral, of which the Text treats. For that 


was a great and general Mourning, which David 
and his Subjects religiouſly obſerved. As our gra- 
cious Queen and Her Subjects now lament for the 


| like Loſs and Calamity. This is the Reaſon we 
9 had in pitching upon theſe Words for this ſolemn 
3 Occaſion; from which I ſhall crave Leave to deduce 


| 
| 


theſe following Particulars, in laying before you 
The ſolemn Mourning required at the Death of 
great and pious Princes. rs 


I. The Way and | Manner of ſuch Mourning, | 
II. The Reaſons we have for ſo Mourning, _ 


III. The Neceſſity and Uſefulneſs of it. 


Io begin with our firſt Head, viz. the Way and 
Manner of Mourning for great and pious Princes; 


e here 
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14 A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 
bere the Plalmiſt, wich his own Example, ſhews us 
the Manner of it, which as in other Caſes, ſo doubt- 
leſs in this, is of great Importance and Authority. 
The Text here Naaiy deſcribeth, how the King 
behaved himſelf at Abners Funeral. In the firlt 
Place, he lamented Abner's Death, in that he was ſo 
wickedly and cruelly murdered. . Beſides, he conſide- 
red the Loſs he ſuſtained by the Death of ſo brave 
a Prince and General. This Loſs afflicted him ſo 
deeply, that he could not forbear ſhedding Tears, 
as it ſtands recorded in the 32d Verſe. And they 
buried Abner in Hebron, and the King Aift up his Voice, 
and wept at the Grave of. Abner. This was the 

Height of Paſſion, which forced the King to. break 
out into ſuch a very loud Cry, as the Words 
empharically expreſs it. Theſe Tears were ſurely the 
Effect of a ſincere and deep Grief ſpringing from 
the very bottom of his Heart, who knew very 
well the Innocency of this Prince, and long be- 

fore had experienced his Fidelity and Zeal for his 
Service. Theſe Conſiderations juſtly forced him 
to lament and faſt, as you find in the 35th Verſe. 
And what is more, to publiſh. a folema La- 
mentation. And he himſelf, to honour his deceaſ- 
ed Prince the more, was pleaſed to diſcourſe ar 
Abner's Funeral, and declare his Virtues.” Thus 
did the King, attended with his Nobles, interr che 
Corps of Abner, and this with all the Grandeur and 
Solemnity becoming ſo great a Prince. For he com- 
manded Joab, the Author of this Death, that all Peo- 
ole ſhould rent their Clothes, and gird * 


nnr 2 2 ? 2 - OM; - ty " == q 4 pj DJ e e + Fg" . n Nr 2 dre * E3* 2 N 
N r r ARG $M 2 0% Wes i 3 r 3 5 2 & | 

jn ed Ie ns BG eek 0): Vii oF ay att att ee ET Gs oe Env SH . 
77 de. . e * * * * * 5 2 2 . JT 8 


eee ee e 
EE wr COA Ae 


Ny 
+. 
=, 
Wop 
BN. 
5 5 
57 
1 
43 - 
© 
N 
Ys 
3-7 
12 
2 
4 7 N 
7 by 
{3 
3 - 
A be N * 
-- +4, 
8 08 
1 
50 J 
1 
. 
-, 
4 4 
* * 
ws 
F 
19:7 
rag 
1 


er c on abr Wo Rar © 
2 y re om ans aa es 
77 Ct og Lett, Pi on, 1 - 


Page $a 


HisRoyal High 


TO IE 0 tet” Þ oo gp 8, LO TIRES «YA regs FRY 

AN eat gy 2 e ee e 

n . — 2 ho nee 3 I 
— Fe 5 p - er 


EE Ine” 
E 
8 
<A 


_ 


— 22 — — —— 


Y Poa 9 


2 2 2 * —_— ——— ts. At. 1 2 


* 1 
— Py x 


eſs the Prince of Denmark. 15 
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with Sackcloth, and mourn before Abner ; that is, 
that they ſhould appear in deep Mourning, and 


ſhew all poſſible Signs of publick Sorrow and La- 
mentation. 0 
Among the Eaſtern People, in Caſes of hard 


 Misfortune and Death, this Cuſtom prevailed, that 


they ript up the Borders of their Garments, tore 
their Hair, ftrew Aſhes on their Heads, laid down 
and wallowed therein; (as we read of Job in his 2d 
Chapter) covered their Faces, put on Sackcloths 
and old Rags, and often went barefooted, and had 
ſeveral other Poſtures in beating their Breaſts, weep- 
ing and lamenting bitterly ; not to mention many o- 
ther Ceremonies and Cuſtoms in Uſe among them, 
which with us are partly obſolete and out of date, 
in the Room of which others are now come up. All 


"theſe outward Demonſtrations David commanded 
them to make for a Token of an open, great and 


general Mourning. Other Ceremonies might beyet 
obſerved by the Jews at their Funerals, which are 


not expreſs d in the Fext, tho it is probable, ſuch 


grew up into Cuſtom after that time; as the Burn- 
ing at the Grave, taken Notice of at the Burial of 
King 4%, 2 Chron, xvi. 14. This at leaſt is certain, 
that the Jews were wont to take upon them a more 


than ordinary Care, Trouble, and Expence in burying 


their Dead, and a much greater in the Interment to 
be ſeen of their Kings, of which there are ſtill ſome Re- 
mains, of which the Funeral of the Patriarch Jacob, 
Gen. 50. is a ſufficient Teſtimony. However there 


was ſome greater Reaſon for their thus honouring 


this 
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Je. 53, 9. 
Marr h. 27. 


59. 60, 
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this Patriarch with ſuch a Royal Funeral, from 
whoſe Loyns Chriſt was to come. In like manner 
at our Saviour's. Burial, who made his Grave with 
the Rich in his Death, and was nobly interred by Jo- 
ſeph of Arimathea and the holy Women, as St. Matthew 
and the other Evangeliſts mention. We find chat 
his Body was wrapped in clean Linen Cloth, a- 
nointed with the belt of Spices, and laid in a new 
Tomb, hewn out of a Rock. 


The reaſon the Jews aſſign for their obſerving theſe 
Ceremonies, deſerves to be taken notice of, be- 
ing, as they aſſure us, in a firm Belief of the Re- 
ſurrection of the Body, together with the Immorta- 


liry of the Soul. Which even ſome among the Hea- 
thens have gueſſed ar, to the great Shame and Con- 


fuſion of thoſe Chriſtians, who at this time are ſtill 


wavering about it, and pretend to be of the Morta- 


liry of the Soul, as if it was a Privilege to die like 
the Beaſts that periſhed. Nor were the Jews the 


only diligent Obſervers of Funeral-Rites, but Chri- 


—— 


ſtians alſo in the times of the Goſpel followed 
them in this, for the abovementioned Reaſon, viz. 
in Teſtimony of their Belief, and Honour of the 
Reſurrection. Tho' indeed we muſt confeſs, that in 
Succeſs of Time, the Ceremonies of the - Church of 
Rome are grown too bulky, and thereby many A- 
buſes crept in. And what is to be more lamented 
is, that the Proteſtants themſelves are uſed often to 
have an unneceſſary, and indeed blameable Pomp 
a their Funerals, which good Men can never ap- 
prove. Vet this was certainly a very laudable Cu- 
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His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark. 17 


— 


ſtom, that the Poor and Miſerable were wont to 


be refreſhed at the Burials of the Rich, which both 


Jews and Chriſtians have always dene. It is true, 
Chriſtians are not bound to obſerve Jewiſh Cere- 
monies, much leſs ſhould they mourn as the Hea- 


then, who are deſtitute of a living Hope; yet we 


never find, that a decent Burial was ever cenſured 
by the Scripture, nor that theſe kind of Ceremonies 
were omitted by the moſt ancient and beſt ſort of 
Chriſtians. e 

From hence we may eaſily diſcover the Way and 
Manner of Mourning for good and pious Princes at 
their Death. To wit, we muſt, with David, in the 
firſt Place, know and conſider the great Loſs which 
the Common-Wealth ſuſtains thereby, including the 
Damage their own honourable Family feels. This, 
this muſt touch us to the Quick : We hence muſt 
learn to make a right Eſtimate of ſo great a Loſs, 
and according to the Grounds of Truth, repreſent 
to our ſelves the bad Conſequences, which neceſſari- 
ly flow from thence, that f we may pet a right 
' Notion of the Death of a pious and upright Prince, 
and may be duly affected by it. This David was 
ſenſible of, when he conſidered the Danger that 
accrued to him and to Iſrael from the Death of ſo 


brave à General, and was forced to ſee a blood-thir- 


ſty and ſelfiſh Joab with his Adherents take his Poſt : 
Which made the King complain in theſe Words, Verſ. 
39. Theſe Men, the Sons of Zerujah, are too hard for me. 
This is the chief Part of a ſolemn Mourning, ro af- 
flict and grieve our Minds, when we loſe ſuch Pil- 
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lars of a State, ſuch good and deſerving Perſons, of 
whom, alas! there are but few in the World, and 
whoſe Number, we fear, daily decreaſeth. Hence we 
are taught to demonſtrate our Grief and Sorrow b 
Words and Actions, to praiſe the Virtues and noble 
Acts of the Deceaſed, to pay them the laſt Debt we 
owe them, by a ſolemn Burial, attended with de- 
cent Cetemonies, and becoming Tokens of a ſolemn 
Mourning. 5 I. 5 
But whilſt I am laying before you the pompous 
Burial of Abner, and the Ceremonies there uſed, we 
may obſerve with Grief, that our moſt Gracious 
Queen at preſent is in che ſame mournfulConditionDa- 


vid was. As he wept, lamented, and appeared in deep 


Mourning, in like Manner doth Her Sacred Perfon 
juſtly, nay, more juſtly too. For he mourned on- 
ly for one of his Princes, but She not only for a 
Prince, but for her dearly beloved Conſort. Da- 
vid commanded his Servants and all the People, by 


all Tokens to declare their Grief, and lament ſo brave 


a-Prince: Her Majeſty doth the fame, and who can 
diſobey this Her Royal Command, and not as a 
faithful Subject ſhew all the marks of Grief and Sor- 
row, and after the Example of HerMajeſty, be deeply 
ſenſible of, and heartily lament the Loſs the whole 


Nation ſuſtains? Let us lament and cry out with Je- 
remiab, Ah Lord! Ah his Glory! and with Eliſha, Ah 


Father! my Father! For our deceaſed Prince did not 
only ſhew himſelf a Maſter, but a tender Father, not 
only to his Servants and Dependents, but the Diſtreſ- 
ſed and the Poor did every where partake of hisRoyal 
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His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark. 19 
Munificence and Bounty. How is he milled already! 
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1 How much is he lamented and bemoaned by all tru- 
3 ly honeſt Perſons of all Degrees 


And this brings me naturally to the ſecond. part of 
my. Diſcourſe, which is to propoſe to you the proper 
Reaſons that move us to mourn for great Princes. They 
1 are contained plainly in the Text, where David 
F ſpeaks to the People after ſuch an affecting and mo- 
3 ving Manner: Know ye not, that there is a Prince, and 
| a great Man fallen this Day in Iſrael? As if the King 
ſhould have ſaid ; I think you have ſufficient Reaſon 
to bewail a Prince. For are not Princes the Pillars 
and Foundation of a Land? When they ſhake, or 
Tr by Death are quite thrown down, what will after- 
E | | wards become of the whole Land? Princes are the pry vi. 
3 Shields of the Earth, under which the People creep 
for Shelter. But when the Shield is . hob 
it is eaſie to imagine, that the Dart can ſoon pierce 
the naked Body and deſtroy it. The Death of 
Princes is therefore to be lamented, partly becauſe 
of their Deſcent and great Honour, but in particular 
becauſe of the Dignity of their Office. They bei 
Gods, as the Scripture ſtiles them, They are God's Pfui. 
Vicegerents on Earth, they are nurſing Fathers and 
nurſing Mothers of his Church, or at leaſt ſhould 
be fo, as God himſelf vouchſafes to call them, Iſa. 1 


ö 
we u 1 Gs | 
However, in the Order and State of Princes, we | 
diſcover a palpable Difference, viz; that ſome have | 
Sovereign Power, but others are under their Aucho- | 
rity, as here Abner was under King Davids, Here =— 
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Abner is named in our Text a great Prince. Know ye 

not, as the Reading is, that there is a Prince, and a 

great Man fallen this Day in Iſrael? which may be ber- 

ter rendred according to the Hebrew thus; Know 

ye not, that this Day a Frince, and he à great one, is fal- 

ken in Iſrael? not ſuch a one, as only bore the Name 

of a Prince, or the Name of Great, but one, who was 

really ſo, great in his Lineage, but greater ſtill in his 

> Courage, Qualifications and Abilities, great as to 
Is xxx. his Counſel and wiſe Deſigns. For Princes ſhould 
| bhbuave Princeh Thoughts. He was moreover a great Prince, 5 


Ly 
1 


becaufe of the great and weighty Office he adminiſtred, 

being a Leader of all Hrael, and alſo a Luminary a- N 

= mong them. Beſides, he was great in his Actions, 3 

41 s one well deſerving for his great Service to the : 
I Paublick: And that not only in a political Reſpect, 
W - but honèſt and ſincere in the true Church and Re- 

1 ligion. For even upon this Account he is called a 
| Prince in Iſrael; not a Prince among the Heathen, 

but one that had the Honour to lead and rule God's 
People, and as far as it lay in his Power, to promote 
the Cauſe of that God, who had choſe them for his 
People. Behold ſuch a one, ſays David, is fallen to 
Day, on whom both Church and State in ſome 
Meaſure depend. And this is a powerful Reaſon, 
to mourn and lament the Death of ſuch Perſons. 
Tis true indeed, when bad Rulers die, there is no 
fuchReaſonto be ſorry, becauſe it is no very great Loſs; 
but when good, pious and highly deſerving Princes 
die, ſuch as the Hebrews call Ten, or pious and 
ood Benefacto 7s; this is a Loſs indeed, and mw 
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His Royal Hizbneſs the Prince of Denmark. 27 
with reaſon afflict a whole Nation, becauſe it is 
uncertain, what ſort of Perſons may ſucceed them, 
who perhaps may undo the good Things, which 
the former have eſtabliſhed. For the wiſe Man is 
in the right, when he declares, Prov. xxviii. 2. that 
for the Tranſereſſions of a Land many are the Princes 


thereof ; or, the Princes are often changed. 


Give me leave at preſent to apply this to our 
fel ves and to this preſent ſ{clemn Occaſion of Mourn- 


ing. I ſhall not expatiate upon the Loſs which Her 


Sacred Majeſty ſuffers by this. It is but too plain, 


we all juſtly mourn for Her Sake. For when one 


Member, but eſpecially the Head, ſuffers, all the 
Members ſuffer with it. But I will keep cloſe to 
the Words of my Text, and remind you of what 
they ſay : Know ye not, that this Day a Prince, and 


indeed a great Prince, is fallen in Iſrael? 1 may ven 


ture to affirm, that our Prince had all that was 
great and noble in him. If in the Firſt Place we 
conſider his Birth and high Deſcent, he was a King's 
Son, the only Brother to a King, and Uncle to 
three Kings ſtill living, viz; to the King of Den- 
mark, of Sweden, and to King Auguſtus, as alſo 

Couſin German to the preſent Empereſs, and the 
Ele&or of Hannover : and that which maketh him 
ſtill more Famous and Noble, he is a King's 

Son-in-Law, and Conſort to our moſt mighty and 

potent QUEEN. And what is more, had God been 
pleaſed to have preſerved the Apple of his Eye, the 
Duke of Glouceſter, he then had been the Father of 
a King, and poſlibly by Deſcent of many Kings in 


Great 
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Great Britain. So that our moſt Serene Prince 
Was ſurrounded on all fides with Crowns. And 
indeed what his renowned Father Frederick the 
Third, declared unto his dear Son upon his Death- 
bed, hath happened as he foretold: George, I will 
6 take no care of thee, God will do it. For he knew 
not the want of Honours, ' Riches, or of any of 
the Goods of this World. Upon the Account of 
which notwithſtanding he never overvalued him- 
ſelf, or was lifted up, but always remained hun- 
ble under his good Fortune; and for this very rea- 
ſon, he may juſtly be called a Great Prince. But I 
further yet, he was a Great Prince, becauſe of his 
1 high Poſt, being Generaliſſimo of all Her Majeſties : 
Forces; which Truſt, notwithſtanding his bod. ly 
Weakneſs, he honourably. and fully diſcharged with 
all imaginable integrity and application, to the Be- 
nec af the common cauſe. Here we have Reaſon N 
to ſay : Know ye not, that a Prince of Denmark, | 
and a great Man in Britain is fallen? But after all: 1 
Virtute decet non Cre niti: It is not our Birth, much 
leſs a great Poſt or Dignity, but our Virtue alone, 
that makes us really great. Piety and Virtue are 
more to be eſteemed, than the Honours or Glories 
1 of this World. Therefore the Son of Sirach de- 
2. Clares, that Princes and Lords are in great Honour, 
but not ſo highly eſteemed as be that — the Lord. 
But when Chriſtianity and Nobility, Virtue and 
Dignity. go hand in hand, ſo that the Princes f 
this World are really Gods Princes, as Abraham is 
called, Gen. xxiii. 6. and his Servants, who conan, 


ws: ot 


His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark. 23 
and feed his Flock in Righteouſneſs, as it is ſaid 
of Moſes and of David, that doubtleſs is commend- 
able, and worthy double Honour, And this we 


can ſay with good reaſon of our deceaſed Prince, 
He was a Prince in Jſrael, i. e. a Pious and Vir- 
tuous Lord, and beſides, an example and model 
of Virtue to all other Princes. He was bleſſed 
from Heaven, with ſuch a mild and ſweet Tem- 


per and Diſpoſition, | improved by the daily exer- 


ciſes of Piety and Devotion, as reſtrained Him from 
Vice, and kept Him conſtantly within the Bounds 
of er that his good nature, back d 
with Religion, would not for Him to ſhelter 
within his Breaſt any bad Inclinations or ill De- 


ſigns. And if other Princes would imitate his 


great Example, it would contribute much to the 
Happineſs of Mankind. r 

As to his Behaviour in publick Affairs, which were 
very difficult and intricate the many Years which he 


was engaged in them, He always ſteered his Courſe 


with ſuch Wiſdom and Judgment, that no one with 
any Juſtice can diſcover a real fault or blemifh 
in his Management. If there be any ſo vain, as 
to object his want of Ambition, they little con- 
ſider, how much all Europe hath ſuffered by the 
Ambition of ſome Princes, and they ate Stran- 


gers to the Excellent Spirit of our deceaſed Maſter, 
who neither wanted underſtanding, nor courage, 


nor zeal to undertake whatever might contribute to 


the Glory of Her Majeſty, and the Welfare of 


Her People. It is true, he had at the fame time 
I the 
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the Glories, the Pomps and the Vanities of this 
World in juſt contempt, preferring the Good of the 
Publick above all private Deſigns. And upon this 
account, England hath reaſon to rejoice, that She had 
not a Prince, as the World goes now, who by con- 
tinual Intrigues and Cabals ſought his own Glory 
and Honour, what opportunity ſoever he had to 
do it; but rather thought fit to forego his own private 
Intereſt, the better to promote the Nation's Benefit 
and Advantage. By which Means he happily 
maſtered ſo many Difficulties, conquered all oppo- 
ſition, and by the Grace of God, ſailing through 
the various Troubles of this World, he at length 
arrived to a quiet and happy end. . 
No one can be unacquainted with cheSweetneſs and 
Excellency of his Nature, who treated Perſons of all 
degrees courteouſly and kindly, which they eſpecially 
can teſtifie, who had the Honour to wait upon Him, 
and be near his Perſon, ſo that his affable and generous 
carriage and behaviour gaind Him the Good Will 
of all Men. If the Romans formerly called theEmperour 
Titus, Delicias generis humani: The Delight of Mankind, 
have we not greater Reaſon to call our deceaſed 
Prince, Olim delicias Anglorum, once the Delight 
and Ornament of the Engliſh Nation, and to com- 
pare Him with all the Good Kings and Princes, 
both in this and other Realms, of Glorious Memory, 
who, not at preſent to mention their other Vir- 
tues and Merits, were Lovers of learned Men, and 
gladly promoted and encouraged good Arts and 
Sciences, for which our glorious Prince was likewiſe 


renowned. "7 nn. 


His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark. 25 
But among other Virtues, which ſhone ſo bright 
in this brave Prince, give me leave to ſpeak of one, 
which adds Luſtre to his other Virtues, vix his 
Chaſtity and Matrimonial Fideliity. A Virtue the 
more valuable, becauſe not often to be found in 
Courts in theſe Degenerate and Licentions Ages, 
in which the Sins againſt Chaſtity, and the Viola- 
tion of the Duties of the Marriage Bed, are not 
only excuſed and defended, bur applauded. - But 
here Envy muſt be dumb, and ought to bear Wit- 
neſs to the Chaſtity, and entire Love of this moſt 
happy Pair, the whole time of their conjugal E- 
ſtate. Upon which account this is and will re- 
main a true Proverb in the Engliſh Nation: That 
there never did a happier Pair come together, who gave 
ſo good an example to all Her Majeſties Subjects, 
and to all other Princes and their Subjects in the 
World. And tho' God was not pleaſed to permit 
any of his ſweet Children to rr. Him, yet 
theſe and all his other Virtues will never ſuffer his 
Memory to die. + | * & 
But above all, let us mention his Faith and Fear 
of God, which ſhone ſo bright, both in his Life-time 
and at his Death, which deſerve the greateſt Praiſe. 
I ſhall not at preſent ſpeak of the outward Duties 
of Religion, as going to Church, Praying, receiv- 
ing the Sacrament, and the like, in which too many 
place their Chriſtianity, and think themſelves far 
advanced, if their Zeal carries them on to be con- 
ſtant in theſe outward Exerciſes of Religion; which, 


if rightly made uſe of, aue gwed, as Means to fun- 
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ther us to the true Worſhip. of God, which we 
muſt pay him in Spirit and in Truth, in our Aver- 
ſion to the World and Converſion to God. How- 
ever, in theſe outward- Ceremonies, - our departed 
Maſter behaved himſelf as became a good Chri- 
ſtian, being willing to hear the Word of God, to 
pray with | LESS: of Spirit, and when he received 
the Holy Sacrament, performed it with a ſingular 
Devotion. And we have good cauſe to hope, that 
the ſincere Performances ws theſe Duties, did pro- 
duce and encreaſe all Chriſtian Graces and Virtues 
, TR IR 
But I ſhall diſmiſs this Subject, and the rather 
ſpeak of the Power of Religion itſelf, viz, of true 
Gal. v.22 Repentance, Love and Patience, which the Scri- 
pture calls the Fruits of the Spirit, that is, ſuch Works, 
as. cannot be effected by the meer ſtrength of na- 
ture, but only by the Divine Aſſiſtance and Gracious 
Operation of the Holy Spirit. Of which we, un- 
worthy Miniſters of God's Word, who were better 
acquainted with the Condition of his Soul, can 
bear witneſs, to the Praiſe and Honour of God, 
and the edifying of others both great and mean, 
that we perceived unfeigned ſigns and tokens of a 
ſincere and well grounded Chriſtianity in this our 
Prince, tho indeed he retired in ſecret to do the Du- 
ties of his Religion, and never made the leaſt O- 
ſtentation of it. However, permit me to produce 
ſome few Proofs of this. I ſhall not need to inſiſt upon 
the Zeal, which His Royal Highnels-ſhewed at the 
Time of the Revolution, when the Proteſtant Re- 
* bE Fen fe ligion 
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ligion Was in imminent danger Then he with 
Her Majeſty adhered firmly to the common cauſe, 
and choſe rather to ſacrifice every thing that was 
dear to Him, than to make a Shipwrack of his 
Conſcience, Fad deſert the intereſt of Proteſtants, 


with the liberty of Europe, which is ſo well known 


to the people of this Nation. And that he had 
a lively Faith and Confidence in God, appears 
from hence, that in all eaſes he reſi gned himſelf 
to the Will pe God; when Things happened con- 
trary to his deſires, he relyed upon God, and 
when afterwards the Iſſue proved good, admired 
Gods wonderſul Providence, aſcribing nothing to 
himſelf. Which we obſerved from his moving 
Diſcourſes on the Glorious Battle of Blenheim, the 
marvelous Relief of Barcelona, and the laſt deli- 
very from the intended Invaſion, which are ſtill 


freſh: in our Memories. Upon uch and the like 


Occaſions, the Pious Prince uſed to ſay: After we 
have done our utmoſt, it was nothing, if Gol. bad not 
been on our fide; ſo that all the Glory, 0288 bt to be 
aſcribedeo Hm. Allo; when Things to our Eyes appeared 
with the worſt face, Ged hath” made the beſt events to 
proceed from them. And once he- complained, that 
ſo few now .a Days knew and acknowledged the 
Providence of God. How patient, how reſigned 
and ſubmiſſive was he in Croſſes and ill ſucceſs: he 
bore with, and from his Heart, forgave his Ene- 


mies z of. which Lhave great Aſſurance; the beſt 


teſt, by which a. Man diſcovers: himſelf to be a trübe 
Chriſtian, and which token of Chriſtianicy is but 
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ſeldom diſcoverable among the great ones. When 
he was taken with a fit of his Aſthma, he bore it 
with much patience, as ſent from Heaven, and 
was wont to ſay; that” it was a blelſing to be thus 
viſited from above, that we may learn to think. on bet- 
ter things, meaning eternal ones. He rejoyced, 
when he heard of good Deſigns, which here ane 
there were carried on, eſpecially when any divine 
and peculiar Bleſſings attended the Publick Service 
of God. Thus He willingly promoted good Pro- L 
jets, as became a Chriſtian Prince; in this / 
reſpect He juſtly deſerveth to be com- 0 
. mended, as one that loved Truth and Juſtice, and 
ſided with the Congregation of Chriſt, and not 
with the Aſſemblies of the Wicked. Yet he often 
wiſhed, that there were a true Union of the Spirit 
between the different parties of the Proteſtant 
Church ʒ that they would agree about the plain Truths 
of the Goſpel and the Sacraments: tho he owned 
himſelf, that matters of Religion were out of the 
reach of humane contrivance, nay, that things 
grew worſe, when managed by wrong and worldly 
Aims. Becauſe the Wound is too deep to be cured, 
but by the Power of the Almighty, and there is 
little or no hope of any ſolid Union, unleſs the 
different parties firſt ſeek by a true Converſion to 
be e to God, and thus to worſhip him in 
Spirit and in Truth, inſtead of their ſuperficial Ser- 
vice, Which alas! prevaileth but too much in all 
Places, and by wnich Means the carnal Mind and 
worldly Vanities of the People, are rather fed 


chan deſtroyed. But 


His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark. 29 
But let us not forget thoſe Acts of Charity, which 
dur Prince performed, rather in ſecret than in pub- 
lick, as our Saviour directs, Matth. vi. 14. 
whereby he ſhewed his Faith working by Love. 
How many Hundred poor Perſons and diſtreſſed 
| Folks: of every fort hath he relieved, and given 
Alms to, with all Cheerfulneſs ? particularly, when 
he knew, his Alms were well beſtowed to the Glory 
of God, and the good of fuch as deferved it : 
tho he often complained, that he was ſorry, he 
could not afford Relief to all that addreſſed / hi 
. EEE 1 1 wh 
In ſhort, He lead a Chriſtian Life in his Great 
Poſt, and tho he was in the World, yet he was 
not of the World. Which is the more to be won- 
ured at in this licentious Age, when he always lived 
at Court, ſurrounded with all the Opportunities 
and Temptations, to withdraw the beſt of Men 
from the right Way, that leads to eternal Life. 
But as God is willing to preſerve Men from the 
Corruption of this World, He makes Uſe, amongſt 
other Means, of Sickneſs and bodily Affliction, by 
which he cureth many Diſtempers of the Souls of 
Men. Thus was God pleaſed to lay upon our 
Prince a great Meaſure of ſuch Afflictions a long time 
before his Death, the better to prepare him for Eternity. 9 
And we may in ſome Meaſure look upon the A- = 
verſion he ſhewed to the Vanities of this World, to | | 
de the bleſſed Effect of his bodily Weakneſs. Wherctore 
we may not improperly apply unto him, what 
Queen Eſther ſpoke of her {elf in her Prayers to ; 
e | God: 
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"God: © Thau knoweſt all things, O Lord, Thou 
„ knowelt, that I hace the Glory of the Unrighte- 
<"ous, Thou knoweſt my Neceſſity: For I abhor 
<« *the Sign of my high Eſtate in tie Days, wherein 
I ſhew my (elf, and that I abhor it as a menſtruous 
OO Eon et diet nid hee Bu a L 
This may be a ſhort, tho' imperfe&t Account of 
His Highneſss good Temper and noble Virtues re- 
markable in his Lite-Time, which, I doubt not, 
will be approved by all ſuch as are well affected, 
not only to the Government, but to Truth it ſelf. 
By this I chiefly intend to diſcover to the World, 
the Gifts both of Nature and of Grace, which God 
beſtowed upon this Illuſtrious Prince, a great Inſtru- 
ment of his Glory, and to return our hearty 
Thanks to the Lord of Lords, . who lent ſuch an 
Inſtance of Virtue to this our wicked and corrupted 
Having given you a ſhort Deſeription of His 
Highneſs's Life, I ſhall juſt hint at ſome Paſſages of 
his Death. Two Days before he died, I waited at © 
his Bedſide, and cook this Opportunity to enquire 
after the Condition of his Soul, and whether he 
thought of his latter End. To which He anſwer- 
ed: I think more on it, than I defire | ſhould be taken 
Notice of. Which confirms what is ſaid above, that 
his Religion was real and ſincere, and not out- 
ward only. As in my Diſcourſe J mentioned, 
how we muſt prepare our {elves for our latter End, 
by a ſincere and true Repentance, which might be 
promoted within us, by conſidering the great Ac- 
pee | count 


” 
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count we muſt give at the Day of Judgment; and 
that amongſt other Sins, we muſt in particular ac- 
knowledge thoſe Sins of Omilſſion: of paying our De- 
votion to God, and doing Good to our Neighbours, 
when we could do Good, and did it not. Here 
he could not forbear to burſt out into Tears, and 
ſay: Ah God forgive us theſe and all our other Nias 1 
And here I'cannor but obſerve; that the Scriptur e 
paſſes ſome Cenſure upon the Actions of the belt 
I Kings, as we find by the Life of David, Solo- 
mon, and others. Thus our dear Maſter, duly ſen- 
ſible of his Faults, heartily begged God's Pardon 
for them. According to my Duty, I alledged 
ſome ſuitable Paſſages out of the Word of God, 
and concluded with Prayers at his Bedſide, com- 
mending his Body and* Soul to the eternal Love, 
Mercy and Care of Almighty God. At my De- 
parting, I moſt humbly: deſired of His 3 8 to 
give us Leave and Opportunity to wait oftener up- 
on Him, eſpecially being in ſuch a dangerous Con- 
dition, that we might diſcharge our Duty, which we 
were in our Conſcience bound to perform. To this 
He was well difpoſed,” but added theſe Words: I 
know what People ſay, when they ſee ſome of your Order 
coming in ʒ by this intimating the Peoples fooliſh Con- 
ceits, which think the Patient paſt Recovery, when 
* the Miniſter viſits him, or adminiſters the Sacrament 
to him, or as if a good Diſcourſe and heavenly 
' Thoughts would rather prevent chan” promote the 
good Effects of the Phyſick. Which Opinion is 
lown by an evil SPIE into the World, and may 
8 be 


— 923 — 


32 A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 
dial cxix* be confuted by this Paſſage alone, when David ſays, 
Unleſs thy Law had been my Delight, I ſhould chen have 

periſhed in my Affifion; as I then told the Prince. 


* 
8 


I Vas pleaſed at that time, to hear His Highneſs 


ſpeak with ſuch a Preſence of Mind, which gave 


ſome ſmall Hope of his Recovery, the next Day 


being ſomewhat better. But it pleaſed the moſt 
i= bes6es High, the next Day, to releaſe him from this Tene- 
a. bis ment of Clay, in which for many Years. he had 


ſtruggled with great Pains, Difficulties, and Trou-. | | _ 


ble; and to tranſlate him into bis glorious Kingdom. 


Nor did God withdraw his Mercy from him; for. 


when the Prince, by his laſt Fit, was rendred ſpeech- 
leſs, yet he ſtill with Signs, and once with a Word, 
de clared he underſtood our Prayers and our Diſcourſe. 
Thus He, with great Devotion and Reſignation, 


delivered up his Soul into the Hands of his mer- 


ciful Creator. Her Majeſty ſhewed Her true Love 


to Her deareſt Conſort, till he departed hence in 
Peace and firm Aſſurance of Immortality. 


This naturally leads me to the Third Part; name- 
ly, to ſhew the Neceſſity and Ujefulneſs of 4 ſolemm 


- Mourning on the Occaſion of the Death of pious Princes. 


Which is ſo clear from the Reaſons already alledg- | 
ed, that there is ſcarce any Occaſion to enlarge ax 
further. I ſhall content my ſelf to inſiſt upon this 
one Argument, drawn from the Words of David: 

Know ye not, that there is a Prince fallen this Day 

in Iſrael? As if the King by this pathetical Queſtion 


deſigned to reprove the Backwardneſs of the People 
in their not being highly concerned at the Loſs of 
| | A | N | 7 Auen > 
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Abner, a Prince ſo well deſerving. As in ſuch general 


and ſolemn Afflictions it happens ſometimes, that 
many do not make due Attention to it. There- 


fore the Prophet Iſaiah, in his time, on the Occaſion 


of the Death of King Hezekiah, (as ſome Interpre- 


ters, not without Ground imagine) broke oiit* mto 


this publick Complaint, Chap. x. 8. The Righteous 
 feeriſheth, and no Man layeth it to Heart; and me#eiful 
Men are taken away, and no Body will conſider it. And 
1 wiſh, we had not the ſame Reaſon to make this 


Complaint againſt ſome, who do not duly conſider 


dhe great Loſs, which the whole Kingdom, and 
cConſequently the publick Cauſe, ſuſtains by this 
great Calamity. For our moſt Gracions Queen is 


EY 


* 


* = 


; 


left deſtitute of Her better Part, of Her Conſort 
and Boſom-Friend, in whom Her greateſt Concerns 
and Secrets were ſecure. And what Comforts can 


be compared to that conjugal State, where Love 


and Affection is equal on both Sides? Bur ſince the 
Knot, which Heaven it ſelf had tied, is at laſt by the 


fame Will of Heaven untied by Death, how can we 


better teſtifie our Love to the Queen, and Gratitude 
to the Memory of the Prince, than by ſhewing to 


the World the Grief we have for this Calamity? If 
Parents bemoan their Children, and Friends their 
Relations, when they depart from hence, and not 


without a Cauſe, we muſt not wonder, that a Chri- 


ſtian Queen ſhould be deeply affected for the Loſs 
of her beloved Conſort; but with ſuch Moderation, 


and in ſuch Degrees, as it becometh a ſincere Chri- 


ſttian. And why ſhould not we, who enjoy the 
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Benefit of her mild Government, in Imitatiog of 


Her, lament and weep. on this Occaſion, Nay, 


Europe hath Reaſon to bemoan this Loſs for Her 
| Majeſty's Sake, whole Alliance and Relation they 


eſteem. But we, his Highneſs's Servants, who are 
bereft of our gracious Lord and Maſter, muſt in a 


particular Manner declare our Grief and Sorrow. 


An here may I nor be allowed to cry our, as the 
Prophet did to the Nobles of Iſrael; Howl now you 
Fir-Trees, far the Cedar is fallen ; becauſe the Mighty are 
ſpoiled. Howl ye Oaks of Baſan, for the Foreſt of the 
Vintage is come down, and the Pride of For dan is ſpoiled. 
And with David, lamenting the Death of Saul and 


2 Sam. I. Jonathan : How are the Mighty fallen But We, Who 
* are like ſcattered Sheep, without our Head, have 


great Reaſon to mourn bitterly. A the Crown is 


Lamen. fallen from our Head | Wo unto us that we have ſinned. 
TI The Vine and Fig- Tree, under whoſe Shadow : we i 


16. 


ſheltered our ſelves, and whoſe Fruits we enjoyed, 


are decayed and fallen away. If Jeremiah did pub- 


lickly bemoan the Death of 7 oſiah, and Nathan his 
great Maſter Solomon, why may not we, who were 
his Servants, lament this our good and pious. Ma- 
ſter, and excite others to do the ſame, by follow- 
ing our Example? Let Denmark, mourn, to which 


great Loſs our moſt gracious Queen and Her Sub- 
jects have ſuſtained by His Death, with our Queen. 
Let Germany Jamene for the high Alliance and near 
Relation to this Crown. Let us all lament, both 
Rich and Poor, for che Lord hath viſiced us alter a 
very ſenſible Manne. But 
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But whilſt we thus lament, let us look up on High, 
from whence this Wound proceeds, and ſeek for 
Comfort in the Word of God. It is He who hath 
thus afflicted us, and He alone can miniſter Comfort 
ro our afflicted Souls. He killeth and maketh alive, 
He wounds and heals, He bringeth down to the 
Grave, and bringeth up again. Therefore let us 
not be impatient or faint when, we are rebuked for 
our Sins. For whom the Lord loveth he chaſteneth, 
Heb: xii. 5, 6, 10. that we may be Partakers of 
his Holineſs. This faithful and merciful God will 
be pleaſed, with his heavenly Comfort, to ſtren- 
gthen our moſt gracious Queen, who bears the 
greateſt Share in this Calamity. May the Lord be 


Her Light and Strength, Her Life and Salvation. 


Thus will She never want Comfort in Her diſconſolate 
State. And this Misfortune will rather bring Her 
nearer to God, and make Her a more intimate 
Acquaintance with Him, as Her chiefeſt Good: For 
all Comfort, tho never ſo agreeable, in time 
duvindles into nothing, but the Grace and Love of 
God remaineth for ever. May the Lord prolong 
Her Days, and reward a Hundred - fold, both in 


this and the other World, for Her Royal Bounty, 
which She hath declared She will beſtow upon us the 


afflicted Servants of the Prince. For tho we have 
loſt a Father, yer She is pleaſed to be a Mother to 


us, and thus encourage us to force Heaven in Her 
Behalf, and"defire freſh Bleſſings upon Her Perſon. 
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But where ſhall the poor and diſtreſſed find Re- 
lief? Is there no comfort left for them? Doubt- 
leſs there is. Tho Men die, yet the Grace of 
- God will never fail. He diſpoſeth of the Means, 

and never forſakes any one, Nik puts his Truſt up- 
on him. If he takes care of the young Birds and 
Ravens, ſo that none of them fall to the Ground 
without his Will, Matth. x. 29. how much more, 
ſays our Saviour, will our heavenly Father do this 
to you, O ye of little Faith, Matth. vi. 26, 30. 
Yer we do not queſtion, but Her Majeſty will in 
this regard make up the loſs of ſuch a Benefactor, 
and as She hath hitherto done, to the great comfort 
of ſo many Poor, She will continue to relieve the Di- 
ſtreſſed, and ſuccour the cry ing Wants and Neceſſi- 
ties of the Poor; which cannot but increaſe the 

Heavenly Bleſſings upon Her Glorious Realm. 
I I cannot. conclude this Diſcourſe, without 
putting you in Mind of your latter End; that you 


- would ſo reflect upon this ,Solemn Occaſion, and , 


make a right uſe of it, that you may be wiſe and 
- underſtand, and ſo conſider your latter End, as 
Moſes wiſhes the Jews would do, Pal. xc. It 
is true indeed, we are all certain we ſhall die; bur 

who amongſt us duly conſiders this weighty mat- 
ter, and prepares himſelf for that dreadful Sum- 
. mons? Moſt of us go on in their evil Ways, love 


the World, and ſeek after Vanity. Their aim is 
. only to heap up Riches, and when they have at- 
tained their wiſh, they flatter themſelves with the 
rich Man in the Goſpel, and ſay to their Souls; 
= ns Soul, 


His Royal Highneſs the Prince of Denmark. 3 
Soul, take thine eaſe, ' Eat, Drink and be merry, not con- Lak. xi- 
ſidering at the ſame time, how long they may enjoy 
them, and that their Souls may the ſame Night 
be required at their Hands, and then their Projects 
vaniſh into ſmoak, and nothingis left behind but de- 
ſpair and horror. Conſider, my beloved, whe- 
ther Riches can help and deliver us at thę Day of 
Death and Judgment | Is not one Soul more va- 
luable, than the whole Univerſe? ſince it cannot 
be redeemed by all the Wealth of the Indies. Of 
whar uſe then is all that Pomp and Vanity, which 
grows ſo cloſe to Man, that he cannot part with it, 
till Death, that unwelcome Meſſenger, forces him 
from the embraces of them. Had we not much 
better withdraw our Affections from theſe Trifles, 
and adorn our Souls with Virtues, that will help in 
time of need, and not leave the World with Sor- 
row and with Pangs? In this our Prince deſerves Im- 
mortal Glory, he had Riches in Poſſeſſion, and all 
the Pleaſures, that a Court could afford to tempt him 
from thinking on another World; but yet his Soul 
deſpiſed thoſe Vanities, and ſoared to nobler Objects. 
It were to be wiſhed, that many who enjoy a leſs 
Portion of this World's Goods, would follow his 
example, die to the World, whilſt yet alive, and 
even in this Life, reliſh the Life of Angels. A 
It was an excellent ſaying of the Heathens, when 
they gave this Definition of Philoſophy, that it 
. was a Meditation on Death: But we Chriſtians 
ſhould improve this Thought, and make a 2 75 
Te | uſe 
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ſe of it, than they could do. Seeing our Life 
conſiſts in a daily Mortification; I die daily, ſaith 
St. Paul, 1 Cor. xv, 31. This is the true Wiſdom 

of 'a Chriftian, froga his Heart to renounce the 
World and Sin; or again, to make uſe of the A- 
poſtle's Phraſe, to be crucified with Chriſt unto the 
World, Gal. 11. 20. They who thus think, put 
a right and true eſtimate upon eternal Life, and 
have already made a good ſtep towards it, rejoice 
to finiſh their courſe, wer thoſe things which 
are behind, and reaching unto thoſe things which 
are before. To ſuch Death is a pleaſant Medcine, 


a ſound Sleep, and an eaſie Paſſage to Eternal Life. 


I addreſs my ſelf in particular to you, who are 
Members of this Congregation. God hath already 
begun to take away our Head, and we know not, 
who muſt follow next, the Voung and the Old die 


daily, Death being no diſcerner of Perſons. And the 
daily Inſtances of the Death of Young Perſons 


ſhould, me thinks, encourage us, to be always up- 
on our Guard, to have our Lamps trimmed, leſt 
the Bridegroom come, and we ſhould be excluded. 
Be not therefore unwiſe, but underſtanding. Have 
your Loins girt, and watch, that when your Lord 
comes, he may find you prepared to enter unto the 
Wedding of the Lamb. bs 


In the mean time, may the Memory of our juſt 


” 


and | Prince be ever bleſſed. May there ne- 
ver fail ſuch, as will tell his Princely Virtues and 
Good Woorks, and tranſmit them down to Poſte- 
rity, both by Word and Writings, And let us 

We: H | honour 
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Honour him ſo far, as to engrave his Memory 

and Virtues in our Heart, that we may be enabled 

every one in his calling, to imitate his Chriſtian 
Virtues, and receive the ſame Reward he now en- 

joys. Let us conclude in praying the Father of 

| Mercies : „ | 
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Lmig 220 Gd, Lord of all Fleſh, and God of alt 
Spirits, who haſt Power over - Life and Death, 
over Light and Darkneſs : Thou haſt been pleaſed to 
make this breach among us, and by the Death of our 
Prince to afflit in a moſt ſenſible Manner our moſt 
Gracious Queen, and with Her a whole Kingdom and 
other Countries, and in particular, us his diſtreſſed Fa- 
mily. O Lord, thy Ways are Holy, and thy Judgments 
are Righteous. We therefore humble. aur . ſelves... under 
thy Mighty Hand, which hath thus afflicted us. Thy 
Will, O God, be done! Only we beſeech Thee, grant us 
Grace, ſo to underſtand it, that with 4 Chriſtian Pa- 
tience and Reſignation, we may make the beſt uſe of it. 
Comfort, O Lord, our moſt Gracious Queen, and grant 
Her thy Peace, which the World cannot give. Strengthen 
Her with thy Heavenly Power ; and ſeeing She hath 
been deprived of what She loved, let Her by this Affifti- 
on be brought to be the nearer acquainted with Thee and 
Heavenly Things. O Lord aur God, all Souls are thine, 
as well as the Soul of our late Prince. Thou haſt with 
drawn this Soul from under our Care, who are unworthy 
Miuiſters of thy Word ; but we have commended it to Thee 
for evermore, to keep it in thy Hand, that no evil may 
come unto it, and that it may be bound up in the bundle 


of 
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of Life, until the great Manifeſtation of thy Glory. Teach 

1, O Lord, hereby to number our Days, and conſider 
our End, and by thy good Spirit excite us to think upon 

our frail State and Condition, that ſo we may be ready to 
leave this World, and meditate upon eternal Happineſs, 
and by that Means ſecure our own Souls, and deliver them 
from this corrupted World. Grant this, O Heavenly 
Father, thro the Merits and Mediation of thy dear Son, 
and our ever-bleſſed Saviour and Redeemer, Jeſus Chriſt. 
Amen, 


- 


